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“EQUALITY OF RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW SHALL NOT BE DENIED OR ABRIDGED 
BY THE UNITED STATES OR BY ANY STATE ON ACCOUNT OF SEX.” 


The Honorable Katherine St. George 


Chief Sponsor Equal Rights Amendment, House of Representatives 


It is now less than four months until the National desire on the part of women in these foreign countries 
Conventions of both political parties. The 1948 plat- to try to rectify their wrongs, as the women in our 
form pledges of both parties which follow have not Country are doing. We are speaking of a principle, 
been carried out. however, and it would seem that American women 
Democratic Platform 1948—‘“We recom- should assert their leadership, on 


mend to Congress the submission of 
a Constitutional Amendment on 
equal rights for women.” 


Republican Platform of 1948—“We rec- 
ommend to Congress the submission 


what is, at base, a moral question. 


We believe Mrs. St. George as 
an American woman and as an effi- 
of a Constitutional Amendment pro- | cient Member of the Congress has 
viding equal rights | for women.’ Ma _ wo = set an example for the women of 
In spite of the efforts of Mrs. St. the Unites 
George and our loyal supporters in . aa . We are certain that her work as 
the House of Representatives, it is —— . a member of the House has entailed 
unfortunate that the Chairman of personal sacrifices. In a nation of 
the House J udiciary Committee over 150 million people, of whom 
has refused to permit the Equal half are women, there must be 
Rights Amendment to be reported more than the handful of women 
to the floor for a record vote. He who are today members of the 
has therefore not carried out the House who are qualified to serve 
platform promise of his Democrat- in this capacity. 


— One should remember the story 
This situation will not continue, - a... of the farmer.and-his field.-Selong- 
a as he depended on someone else to 


because the women voters of the He U 
United States have decided to hold do it, his crop was never harvested. 
When he finally made up his mind 


responsible those public servants he fi 
who feel that the Democratic Party to do it himself, his crop was in 


pledges need not be kept. — the barn that very evening. 
There are several methods of approaching this prob- Women of America—we have waited since 1920 for 
lem. The first would be to have every woman voter an Equal Rights Amendment to be written into the 
examine carefully the voting record of any candidate Constitution of the United States—we have seen the 
running for election in her own Congressional District party platform pledges ignored. There will be new party 
in regard to his position on the question of the Equal platform pledges in a few short months when the po- 
Rights Amendment, now before the 82d Congress. If litical Conventions assemble. Women must and women 
he has never been a member of Congress, the woman will do something about it. We will go to the polls and 
voter should endeavor to educate him and ask him to — vote. | 
vote for the Amendment if he is elected. The primaries in many States are still open for filing. | 
Women all over America are desirous that more qual- We hope that women all over the Nation will avail : 
ified women should become members of the Congress themselves of the opportunity to work for the passage | 
of the United States. of the Equal Rights Amendment in Congress—and 
In many Nations that have only recently written that in this election year of 1952, we shall see a greatly 
equality into their Constitutions, there are far more increased number of women who are willing to give 
women serving in public office than in the United States. their time and money to serve their Country and “raise | 
It may be that the discriminations and repressions the status of women. | 
against women are more severe in these Nations than Representative St. George has furnished a splendid | 
in the United States, and this may lead to an impelling example. We urge more women to follow her leadership. | 


The Equal Rights Amendment, H. J. Res. 52, has been referred to House of Representatives Judiciary Sub-Committee No. 3, 
Thomas R. Lane, D (Mass.), chairman; James B. Frazier, D (Teéenn.), Peter W. Rodino, D (N. J.), Sidney Fine, D (N. Y.), 
Angier L. Goodwin, R (Mass.), Edgar A. Jonas, R (Ill.), Wm. E. Miller, R (N. Y.). 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


United States or by any State on account of sex. 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
“This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


— 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In Senate, Jan. 8, 1951, by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md., with 
27 co-sponsors (S.J.R. 3). 
In House, Feb. 2, 1951, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 104 co-sponsors (H.J.R. 52). 
Reported: 
Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, May 21, 1951. 
Referred 


To Judiciary Committee of both Houses at time of introduction. 
To House Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 3, May 10, 1951. 


Do You Know... 


... THAT for the first time, the official signature on a treaty 
between the United States and another country, was that of 
a woman. Her Excellency Eugenie Anderson, Ambassador to 
Denmark, signed for the U. S. the recent treaty of friendship, 
commerce and avigation between the two countries. 


... THAT four adventurous nurses volunteered for training 
to leap with the Royal Canadian Air Force paratroop-rescue 
teams. After 14 weeks of rigorous training, they still were 
enthusiastic about jumping off into space. 


..- THAT Mrs. Ellen Neal, Vancouver, B. C., has gained an 
international reputation for carving totem poles. A grand- 
daughter of an old-time totem pole carver of the Kwakiutl tribe 
of Indians, her work is represented in a 60-foot totem pole on 
the grounds of the University of British Columbia. 


.. . THAT Miss Mary Lathrop, Denver probate lawyer and 
first woman member of the American Bar Association, died 
recently at the age of 85. | 


U.S. In World Councils Should Back | 
Equality For Women 


A resolution calling upon the President of the United 
States “to take the necessary steps to end at interna- 
tional gatherings the constant and disastrous misrep- 
resentation of the real attitude of the United States 
on the position of equality for women,” passed by the 
National Council of the National Woman’s Party. 


“The official attitude of the State Department at 
gatherings of the United Nations and Pan American 
Union, where matters concerning the status of women 
are constantly coming up, has grossly misrepresented 
the real position of American women and the great 
progress that has been made in improving the status 
of American women,” the resolution states. 


U. S. “Loses Prestige’’ 


“As the result of a series of most unfortunate deci- 
sions made by the State Department on matters 
relating to the position of women, the United States 
has lost the prestige, influence and leadership which 
= nla possessed throughout the world in such 
matters. 


“It is useless,” the statement continues, “for the 
United States Government to take large sums of money 
from the American taxpayers for the ‘Voice of Amer- 
ica’ and similar activities if, at the same time, the State 
Department follows policy, at international gatherings, 
of opposing efforts for equality for women. 


“The State Department placed the United States in 
the position of opposing any world convention granting 
political rights to women at the meeting of the Status 
of Women Commission at Beirut in 1949, at the meet- 
ing of the Status of Women Commission at New York 
in 1950 and at the meeting of the Economic and Social 
Council at Geneva in 1951.” 


Case At U. N. Cited 


A more recent example of the same attitude was 
given, the resolution recalls, ‘at the United Nations 
Assembly, closing in Paris this month where the United 
States was placed in the further unfortunate position 
of opposing annual meetings of the Status of Women 
Commission, which annual meetings were finally ap- 
proved by a large majority over the opposition of the 
United States.” | 

The resolution, requesting the President “to give im- 


mediate attention to the situation,” was presented by 
Dr. Alice Paul, chairman of the World Woman’s Party. 


‘Woman of the Year’ 


Mrs. Mary G. Roebling, Asst. Treasurer of Nation Woman’s 
Party, chairman of the board of Trenton Trust Company and 
active in many other business and civic enterprises, has been 
named Trenton’s 1952 “Woman of the Year.” She was selected 
by the Friendship Council of Women’s Clubs, made up of 
women’s organizations which include Trenton Chapter, National 
Secretaries Association; Women’s Traffic Club; Soroptimist 
Club; Business and Professional Women’s Club; Zonta Club, 
City Council, Beta Sigma Phi and the Junior League. 


The council stated that “in our opinion she has done much 
for the woman’s cause, in addition to being instrumental in 
—, Trenton and its citizens on a State and national level. 

er time and effort is extended beyond the confines of local 
needs. She is in short a national figure and as such deserves 
we recognition given in selecting her as the “Woman of the 

ear. 


| 
19 


= 


March-April, 1952 


EQUAL RIGHTS 11 


This is an URGENT aall 
To all members of the National Woman’s Party, for assistance! 


Women all over America are eager to engage in 
civic efforts for the benefit of their homes, and the 
greater home, which is America. 


National Woman’s Party offers them leadership. It 
is only necessary that you extend to them an invitation 
to join us. 

Please become active NOW—in EVERY STATE! 
Help your National Woman’s Party to double and 
triple its membership within the next few months. Let 
us begin by having every member bring in one new 
member. Then we will repeat the process. 


This is not only a call from National Woman’s Party 


Headquarters, it is also a personal call from me, as 
your National Chairman. 


I am working for you as I have never worked for 
any other organization or cause, in all my life. I call 
upon you now to work with me for THE CAUSE, 
which weyboth love, i.e., the growth and continuance of 
National Woman’s Party. 


Printed below is an application blank. Please send 
this to me, personally, properly filled in and signed, 
together with a check to cover membership fee; that I 
may have a record of your cooperation. 


(Signed) ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL, 
National Chairman. 


MEMBERSHIP BLANK 


NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY. 
144 CONSTITUTION AVE., N. E. DATE 
WASHINGTON 2, D. C. 


ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL, 

National Chairman, National Woman’‘s Party, 
144 Constitution Avenue, N.E., 

Washington 2, D. C. 


“TO RAISE THE STATUS OF WOMEN.” 


» |HEREBY MAKE APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL 
WOMAN'S PARTY AND HEREBY SUBSCRIBE TO THE “EQUAL RIGHTS MAG. 


You may count on me to do my AZINE" FOR ONE YEAR FROM DATE OF THIS APPLICATION.______ $10.00 


part in this drive to increase National 
Woman’s Party memberships. As a 
beginning, | am sending you the fol- 
lowing name and address of one 
new member: 


NAME 


(WRITE OR PRINT PLAIN) 


STREET ADDRESS 


CITY. ZONE STATE 


(SIGNED) ENCLOSED OR ATTACHED CHECK. MONEY ORDER CASH __ 


ADDRESS 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ACCEPTED AND APPROVED 


Aims of the National Woman's Party 
TO RAISE THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


To raise the status of women is to raise the level of National Woman’s Party Is an Educational Organization 
humanity. Toward this end we are dedicated. All things We are concerned With education, We believe in cotal 
that concern women, concern us. We are interested in women  qycation, and opportunity for men and women. We assert 
in the home, in the factory, in the office. We are interested in the right of mothers and fathers to equal custody, and control, 
WOMAN. and guidance of their children. We insist that education 

THE SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT was our first attain- ‘tress individual initiative, and dignity. 


. . When educators and parents fail to affirm the spiritual, 


is dedicated. We strive to eradicate illiteracy. e knowledge- 
Equal Rights Under Law for American Women A * 

OUR SECOND SUCCESSFUL OBJECTIVE is Equal politically. Mothers must understand good government, moral 


able individual has a good chance to be wise civically, and 
Rights under law for American Women. We have seen the 


trend toward equality take over nearly every state. The 
Charter of the United Nations, affirms the principle of 
Equality for women. The Equal Rights Amendment which 
will secure the protection of the United States Constitution 
to all citizens, regardless of sex, is a guarantee of liberty; 
the crowning achievement of the Equality movement, which 
began in 1776. 


standards, spiritual values, if they are to teach their boys 
and girls the rudiments of citizenship. 

We urge all citizens to vote. Especially, we strive to brin 
women to the polls. An informed women’s vote can erase a 
the ills to which America is heir today. 

Women as mothers, homemakers, workers, wield the greatest 
influence on earth. National Woman’s Party seeks to sustain, 
- guide, to educate this powerful potential into a vital unity 

or good. 
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Full Citizenship for Women: 


An Equal Rights Amendment 


by ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL of the Florida Bar (Miami) 


(Reprinted from American Bar Association Journal) 


e Mrs. Murrell argues ably for the adoption of a comnsti- 
tutional amendment guaranteeing complete equality of the 
rights of men and women. Declaring that the Nineteenth 
Amendment was only a step in that direction, she answers 
critics who speak of “states’ rights” and who deprecate the 
need for such guarantees. 


The Equal Rights Amendment reads: “Equality of 
rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of 
sex.” It will grant American women full citizenship. 
“But why,” the question is often asked, “why, in order 
to attain full citizenship, do American women want 
an amendment to the Constitution?” Is it not enough 
that state legislation is rapidly giving them as many, 
if not more rights, than women have possessed since 
matriarchal Egypt, at least during the period of 
written history? After all, why quibble ‘about consti- 
tutional protection? Cannot women be content to 
accept their status as limited citizens, provided the 
states grant them privileges and actual rights? 


If there were any stability in state law, this might 
indeed suffice. Unfortunately, state rights are subject 
to continual and constant change. There is no safety 
for women in any legislation that is unbacked by con- 
stitutional guarantees. 


The American male is a citizen by virtue of rights 
guaranteed him in the Constitution. None of these 
guarantees attach to women. Only the right to vote, 
placed in the Constitution by amendment includes 
females in that document. All other rights such as 
the right to ownership of property, to work, and to 
choose unrestrictedly the hours for such work, to con- 
trol earnings and income, to custody of children, to 
divorce or to freedom of speech, are state rights, 
subject to change every time state legislatures meet. 


The fault lies not in the Constitution, but in the 
interpretation given the Constitution by the courts. 
Take, for instance, the Fourteenth Amendment. Ever 
since its passage women have been trying to come 
under the liberating and protective clauses. The 
Supreme Court held that the state cannot bar Negro 
men from jury duty because to do so would brand 
them as inferior citizens and deprive them of the equal 
protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth 
Amendment. But, in the same decision, the Court held 
that jury service may be limited to males. 


Women ‘Are Disqualified for Jury Service 


Women are still disqualified for jury service in many 
states. Other states differentiate between male and 
female jurors by making service mandatory for one 
group; voluntary for the other. Since the right to 
trial by a jury of one’s peers is guaranteed all United 
States citizens by the Constitution and is a right that 
has been jealously guarded by English-speaking men 
since 1215, these exclusions are clearly discrimina- 
tory; exclusion from jury service is only one instance 
wherein the limited citizenship of women is apparent. 

The International Labor Organization has recently 
produced a treaty limiting night-work for women. It 
was transmitted by President Truman to Congress in 


August, 1950, and recently Secretary of Labor Tobin 
transmitted it to the forty eight states. If this treaty 
becomes law, the hours women can work will be lim- 
ited, thus setting them aside again as a specialized 
labor group. This is no new thing. 


In the twenties New York State passed a law for- 
bidding women to work after midnight. Telephone 
operators, printers, proof-readers, secretaries and 
waitresses were among those affected. When it was 
suggested that such laws were oppressive and that 
they had been passed for the purpose of removing the 
competition of women, denials were forthcoming; yet a 
former New York labor law which prohibited the em- 
ployment of women printers at night made no mention 
of women who cleaned printing offices at night. Pre- 
sumably no male coveted a scrubbing job. In 1936 the 
New England Association of Farmers, Mechanics and 
other workingmen, expressed the point neatly in a 
resolution which read: 


Whereas, Labor is a physical and moral injury to women 
and a COMPETITIVE menace to men, we recommend legis- 
lation to restrict women in Industry. ; 


Subsequent state legislatures substituted the word 
“protection” for “restrictive” and produced the same 
results. Ohio passed a,general minimum wage law 
for women only in 1985” Ya the dry cleaning industry 
wages for women were set as as one-third higher 
than men were getting under NRA. Within three 
years one-fifth of all women employed in the dry clean- 
ing industry had been dismissed. Obviously, a republic 
which purports to extend equal justice under law 
should not set women apart as workers. Legislation 
raising the standards of all workers, such as the Fed- 
eral Wage and Hour Law, should be the criterion and 
aim of everyone interested in better civic conditions; 
since the Equal Rights Amendment prohibits laws that 
restrict on grounds of sex alone, it is the first step to 
the ideal of higher standards for all workers. 


Protective Laws Need Not Be Affected 


Maternity laws, pension grants and health laws need 
not be affected. Experience with like measures in New 
Zealand, the Netherlands and Scandinavia has shown 
that equality before the law does not affect progressive 
health regulations. In fact, once we have cleared the 
books of medieval restrictions we can then concentrate 
on true protective laws—wmaternity laws, for instance. 
The United States, for all its chatter about protecting: 
women, rarely grants leaves with pay to working ex- 
pectant mothers or periods of rest after birth. In other 
countries, where equality exists, such laws obtain, 
shielding mother and future citizen alike. Maternity 
legislation is compatible with equality for it is similar 
to legislation for veteran soldiers’ benefits. It is granted 
for a special service rendered to society. It is not sex 
legislation, as it does not apply to all women any more 
than veteran soldier legislation applies to all men. 
Both types of legislation are legitimate forms of “clas- 
sification” and neither violates the principle of “the 
equal protection of the law’”’. 


(Continued in our next issue) 
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THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT 


An Editorial from American Bar Association Journal 


This issue of the JOURNAL contains an article by one of the 
members of our Association who resides in the State of Florida, 
in which the writer furnishes many arguments which strongly 
support the passage by Congress of an “Equal Rights Amend- 
ment” to the Constitution of the United States. The purpose and 
effect of the proposed amendment would accomplish at one stroke 
the elimination of all discrimination existing in the forty-eight 
states between men and women and make them citizens on an 
equal basis. Since the adoption of the Nineteenth Amendment 
some thirty years ago, action has been taken in many of the 
states in one form or another to eliminate discrimination here- 
tofore existing between men and women, with the ultimate goal 
of giving full legal equality to all citizens irrespective of sex. 
Over the country at large the progress toward achieving this 
goal has not been too rapid and in many states there still exists 
a marked discrimination between the civil rights of men and 
women. While the subject is one which presents a strong appeal 
and a definite sense of right, nevertheless it is still highly 
controversial and productive of much difference of opinion in 
many sections of the country. 


Mrs. Murrell presents a strong case in support of the proposed 
amendment and calls attention to the fact that in the past two 
presidential campaigns both major political parties have included 
in their national platforms planks supporting the adoption of 
such an amendment. Notwithstanding the discrimination that 
at present exists in many states, women are citizens of the 


‘United States as well as of their respective states and are also 


voters. The last census figures show that in most states there 
are at least as many, if not more, women than men and it would 
seem only logical that anything like a united voice on the part 
of women, in support of the adoption of an equal rights amend- 
ment, would be sufficient to insure its approval by Congress. 
This is still a republican government in principle, if not in party. 
and the united voice of a group representing more than one-half 
of the.total electorate should be heard in Washington with suf- 
ficient force to insure, in the near future, formal action by 
Congress in.support of the proposed amendment. 


It MAY BE NEWS 


By ARTHUR GRIFFITH, Editor Miami Herald 
February 24, 1952 


I THINK I first became an advocate of women’s rights when 
a tiny tot just beginning to note life’s realities. It struck me 
as unfair that when elections came around the bum at the corner 
saloon could vote but my mother, a God-fearing, well-informed, 
patriotic citizen couldn’t. 


Recently I met a man whom I had known in my youth and 
with whom I had had many arguments about women voting. 
We had been talking about efforts of the Crime Commission 
and other groups here to break the stranglehold which the 
organized underworld has had on the community. 


Suddenly, he began to laugh. “That goes to show you,” he 
said, “that giving the women the vote didn’t clean up politics.” 


Which is all very true. But giving the women the vote is 
not based on whether politics will be cleaned up or not. 


It is a matter of simple recognition of womankind as the 
equal of men in a free government, entitled to a voice in its 
direction. 


What they do with the vote has nothing to do with the justice 
of their having it. 
* - 
WHAT STARTED me to thinking that way was a copy of 
the January issue of the American Bar Association Journal. 


My eye was caught by an article entitled “Full Citizenship 


for Women: An Equal Rights Amendment.” I have been an 
open pleader for this legislation for years. 


But this article interested me particularly. I found it was 
written by Attorney Ethel Ernest Murrell of Miami. Ethel 
Murrell has been an ardent, vigorous and nationally known 
advocate of a constitutional amendment guaranteeing complete 
equality of the rights of men and women. 


Mrs. Murrell believes, as do millions of others throughout 
the country, that the Nineteenth Amendment is only a step 
in that direction. 


Her article answers critics who claim to speak for “states’ 
rights” and who deprecate the need for such guarantees. 


IT IS NOT often that one sees an article by a woman in 
The American Bar Association Journal. The one by Mrs. Murrell 
is dignified with a full length editorial comment. 


For years each party has given the proposed amendment lip 
service in making it one of its quadrennial platform planks. 
But it never gets a tumble in Congress. It remains buttoned 
up in committee. 


Common decency dictates that Congress at least bring it to 
the floor for action and stop stringing along those who advo- 
cate it. 


Come to Capitol Hill! 


ARE YOU planning to entertain... ? 
ARE YOUR FRIENDS planning to entertain... ? 
IS YOUR CLUB-GROUP planning to entertain... ? 


IS YOUR CHURCH-COMMITTEE planning to enter- 


IF SO—ALVA BELMONT HOUSE, one of the landmarks 
of Washington, with its spacious drawing-rooms 
and its lovely garden, offers the.charm and hos- 
pitality of a private home for morning, afternoon, 
or evening gatherings. 


For FURTHER INFORMATION—Phone (AT. 1210) or write 
Headquarters Director 
Alva Belmont House 
144 Constitution Ave., N. E. 
Washington 2, D. C. 


BEAUTY CULTURE IN ITS ENTIRETY 


Emile of WASHINGTON 


1221 CONNECTICUT AVE. 
Branches: 
528 12tH STREET, N. W. 8563 GEORGIA AVENUE 
2601 16TH STREET, N. W. 3020 WILSON BLVD. 
WEST CHESTER APARTMENTS: 4000 CATHEDRAL AVE., N. W. 


Give “EQUAL RIGHTS” to your Library | 
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World Report on Women’s Rights 


Malay States... 


Singapore—Chinese girls in tightly fitted Shanghai dresses, 
Malayan lassies in colorful sarongs and Indian women in silky 
saris have joined together in a popular-front movement to “fight 
against the selfish male sex.” 

Thus, Asian independence movements no longer are restricted 
only to nationalism. The swing to independence has reached out 
to the liberation of the Far East’s fairer sex—if cosmopolitan 
Singapore is any example. 

This development took Eee here when 30 leading women in 
the crown colony recently banded together to form the Singapore 
Women’s Council. No sooner had they served notice as to their 
intentions than a loud howl went up from the male members 
of the community, proving that Singapore men turn out to be 
as provincial as men from a village when it comes to their wives. 


Equal Rights In Marriage 


The “emancipation” platform includes: 

. Equal rights for women in marriage. 

. Equal rights in inheritance. 

. Equal opportunity in the professions. 

. Equal working conditions. 

. Better education. 

. Revision of traditional Asian attitudes with respect to 


aa 


women in public. 


Mrs. Shrib Fozdar, organizer of the movement, said: “Our 
object is first to unite the women, and then fight collectively.” 


Africa... 


Dr. Mahammed en Noweihi, University College of Khartoum, 
described to a large audience at the Students Club the practical 
methods of raising the standard of women in the Sudan. Five 
things are needed he said: 


1. One of the functions of the Ladies Association should be to 
combat bad habits and traditions exercised by the Sudanese 
ladies. 


2. A strong press Campaign should immediately be launched 
to explain to the people the need for women progress. The 
press should publish regular features on the subject and 
— encourage ladies to take part in writing such 

eatures. 


3. The radio, he suggests, is a stronger instrument of in- 
struction than the press because the majority of the Sudan 
people are illiterate and have no such access to the press. 


4. He wants funds raised to open schools and spread girl’s 
education. 


5. He believes no progress can be achieved without a sacrifice 
and urges that people spare no effort in serving the cause. 


Another speaker at the same meeting suggested that the 


Sudan could not advance in the economic sphere until the women 
play their part side by side with the men. He said that half the 
Sudanese nation was at present dead and it was the duty of 
society to help them get over their present state of backwardness. 


Sheikh Moawad of the College suggested that Islam was not 
against woman’s progress and promised a lecture to explain 
the position of the women in Islam. 


Virginia... 


A victory celebration was held at Alva Belmont House yes- 
terday afternoon to mark the ratification of the nineteenth 
amendment to the Constitution by the Virginia Legislature, 
ending a long and ardent suit by the State branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. The Old Dominion State at last has 
joined with the States which ratified the women’s suffrage 
amendment by the necessary two-thirds majority 32 years ago. 


Miss Mary E. Williamson of Alexandria, state chairman of 
the National Woman’s Party, credited the hard work of her co- 
leaders, Mrs. Cecil N. Broy, of Arlington; Mrs. Nina Horton 
Avery, of Richmond; Miss Alma Westermann, also of Rich- 
mond, with a major role in winning the delegates. 


Wisconsin ... 


Edith Ogden Heidel, Forest Wood Lodge, Grantsburg, Wiscon- 
sin, has just sent to Headquarters a small plaster model of the 
Victory head made by St. Gaudens, Miss Heidel’s teacher. The 
head is half life-size and is in high relief on a square that can 
be hung on a wall. 

The original St. Gaudens bronze is known as the Sherman 
statue in N.Y. and the Victory figure is a marvelous woman 
who leads his horse, The model is made in plaster. Miss Heidel 
says, ‘I prize it more than any work of art that I possess and 
I am anxious to place it somewhere it can be seen and cared 
for. I can think of no place as fine as the National Woman’s 
Party. You have all been so kind taking care of my “Thinking 
Woman” and I would like to give you this piece of sculpture 
too, since you have other Washington Artists’ work in your 
Headquarters.” 


Connecticut ... 


Florence L. C. Kitchelt, Chairman, Connecticut Committee 
for the Equal Rights Amendment, New Haven, Conn., writes 
to the editor of The New York Times: 

“The sanity of your editorial, ‘Waiting at the Gate,’ favoring 
the proposed statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, applies just as 
well to giving constitutionality to the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. “Four years ago both major parties went into the Presi- 
dential —— pledged to” such constitutional progress. 
“These pledges have not been kept.” 

“As far as the quality of the population goes this nation is 
not committed to the theory” that female blood “renders the 
possessor less capable of self-government” than male. (This 
refers to the fact that women, like children, are legal wards of 
the state in many places.) ; 

“What is a promise good for? More voters than ever may ask 
that question this year.” 


We have progress to report. Mrs. Roosevelt is no longer an 
opponent, but has made public her acceptance of the amend- 
ment. She said that for “women to be declared equal before 
the law and equal politically and in whatever work a woman 
chooses” does add to the position of women. In the United Na- 
tions the Declaration of Human Rights has set standards for 
full citizenship for women, declaring for their equal dignity 
and equality before the law. 


The Government of the United States is campaigning to fill 


its falling reservoir of manpower with womanpower. Is it 


asking for minors or adults?” 
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The Pioneer in the Woman Movement 


by Mrs. GEORGE HOWARD 


throughout the United States. 


* Governor Dewey of New York proclaimed Friday, February 15, as Susan B. Anthony Day in honor of 
the champion of Women's Rights. The 132nd birthday anniversary of the woman who once taught school 
in Rochester and afterwards spent the rest of her life working for equal rights for women, was celebrated 
A bronze bust of Miss Anthony presented by the National Business and 
Professional Women's Clubs will be unveiled in the Hall of Fame on May 18. 


UCH WAS DONE by the late Mrs. Robert Adamson of 
Middletown, New Jersey, to keep green the memory of the 
pioneers in the woman suffrage movement. She secured 
the Susan B. Anthony commemorative stamp which was issued 
August 2, 1936, sixteen years after the 19th Amendment—the 
Susan B. Anthony Amendment—became the “law of the land.” 
Then she set to work to interest the governors of the states in 
proclaiming Susan B. Anthony Day on her birthday, February 
15. By 1938 she had received from thirty-three governors of 
states and from three governors of territorial possessions their 
ae proclamations. Every one had some appreciation of Miss 
nthony. 


Mrs. Adamson’s letters to the governors and their replies and 
proclamations are carefully preserved in a scrap k which 
Mrs. Adamson’s sister, Miss Marion May of New York City, 

ave to the Susan B. Anthony Memorial, Inc. In March, 1945, 

rs. George Howard of Rochester, N. Y., secured the charter 
for the Susan B. Anthony Memorial, Inc., and raised the money 
through voluntary gifts for buying the brick house at 17 Madison 
Street, Rochester, where Miss Anthony lived for forty years 
from 1866 to her death in 1906. 


In this home there is a collection of books about women. Some 
of them came from the library of Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt; 
some from the home which Rev. Anna Howard Shaw and Lucy 
Anthony, niece of Miss Anthony, shared at Moylan, Pennsyl- 

ania. There is the life of Lucretia Coffin Mott by Lloyd C. M. 
Hare; “Created Equal” about Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton by 
Alma Lutz; Emma Willard by Miss Lutz; Lucy Stone by Alice 
Stone Blackwell; the three volume life of Miss Anthony by 
Mrs. Ida Harper and the volume by Rheta Childe Dorr. The 
shelves have the six volume History of Woman Suffrage—a 
monumental work. Recently Laura Kerr sent an autographed 
copy of her new book—Woman in the Pulpit about Antoinette 
Brown Blackwell, the first woman minister. 

This house is a unique center to recall the great work of 
women in their crusade for a CAUSE. Mrs. Catt was much 
interested in the presenvation of this house as a historic place. 
For it she sent her valuable collection of the framed photo- 
graphs of women who believe in rights for women. On one 
wall in the Museum room are hung the photos of the very early 
pioneers. On another wall are grouped the photos of the women 
who worked in the later period up to the passage of the amend- 
ment. On a third wall are pictures of the parades down Fifth 
Avenue and of exhibits at various places. On the fourth wall 
are pictures of the international conventions and of leaders in 
various countries. There is a catalogue which Mrs. Catt made 
telling about each numbered picture. 

In this room are display cases and the immense desk of Mrs. 
Catt which came by bequest—the desk on which she drafted her 
strategic plans. In the drawers is much source material, files 
about people, much material about the movement. Off from the 
room is an alcove in which stands on a pedestal—with a black 
velvet curtain behind it—the marble bust of Miss Anthony 
which was done by Adelaide Johnson, who was the sculptor for 
the Woman’s Monument in Washington. The bust was a gift to 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City and they 
loaned it for the house. The house attracts many visitors. 

What can be done to keep the Pioneers before people? The 
Woman’s Monument by Adelaide Johnson in the Capitol in 
Washington can always be a rallying place for women on the 
birthdays of the pioneers who are represented in this massive 
marble and also on the anniversary of the suffrage amendment, 
August 26, and also on November 2, the anniversary of the day 
women voted for the first time in a presidential election, No- 
vember 2, 1920. Notices of the placing of wreaths and of talks 
can then come out in the Washington papers and can be sent 
out through the Associated and United Press. 

The birthdays of this Great Triumvirate who are immortalized 
in the marble monument, and their deaths are: 


Mrs. Lucretia Coffin Mott, born at Nantucket, Massachusetts, 
January 3, 1793, and died November 11, 1880. She is buried in 


ae 
M 


the Friends’ Burying Ground at Fair Hill, near Philadelphia. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, born November 12, 1815, at 
Johnstown, New York, and died October 26, 1902, in New York 
City. There is a tablet to her at 250 West 94th Street. Susan 
B. Anthony, born February 15, 1820, at Adams, Massachusetts, 
and died March 13, 1906, at Rochester, N. Y. On her birthday 
presidents of women’s groups place evergreen wreaths on her 
grave in Mount Hope Cemetery and on Memorial Day Ironde- 
quoit Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, of which 


she was a life member, and the Susan B. Anthony Memorial, 
Inc., have ceremonies at her grave. 


Miss Alma Lutz of Boston, who wrote the life of Emma 
Willard and of Mrs. Stanton, has her life of Miss Anthon 
ready for the printer. Miss Katherine Anthony of New Yor 
City, who has written a number of biographies, is at work on 
the life of Miss Anthony which has been commissioned by 
Doubleday. 

During her lifetime, Mrs. Adamson worked every five years 
very hard to get Miss Anthony elected to the Hall of Fame, New 
York University, in New York City at the quinquennial elec- 
tions. Four different times at the intervals of five years Miss 
Anthony was considered by the electors. Mrs. Adamson tried 
to get letters of approval to the electors, written by people. 
One year Miss Anthony failed of election by just one vote. 


When the 1950 election came Mrs. Howard had a printed 
letter sent to each elector giving cumulative evidence why Miss 
Anthony should be elected. She also enclosed the brochure 
about the house. Then she secured resolutions favoring her 
election from national groups of women at their annual meeting, 
such as Daughters of the American Revolution, of which she 
was a member; General Federation of ‘Women’s Clubs; even 
from the World’s Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, with 
women from forty countries meeting at Hastings, England, in 
June 4, 1950. The list of organizations passing resolutions was 
printed, also statements from four prominent authorities and 
sent to the electors. It was a great joy to know that on No- 
vember 1, 1950, the announcement was made that Miss Anthony 
had received the accolade of election. On May 18 her bronze 
bust with inscription tablet underneath will be unveiled with 
ceremonies. The money for the bust was raised by the National 
Federation of Business and Professional Women. 

In Rochester, N. Y., aside from her home being preserved 
the memorial to her are: Anthony Hall of the Women’s College 
of the University of Rochester; Anthony Room in Cutler Union 
of the College for Women; bronze tablet to the two sisters— 
Mary and Susan—in the Unitarian Church which they attended; 
bronze tablet in the chapter house of Irondequoit Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, of which she was a 
Life Member; red oak tree in Genesee Park, dedicated by the 
Department of Parks; School No. 27 is called the Susan B. 
Anthony School and in the hall is a marble bust of Miss Anthony 
by Luella Varney; and Anthoniana of the Library, of the His- 
torical Society and of the Rochester Museum of Arts and 
Sciences. 

Because Miss Anthony went several times to California to 
help the women there in their attempt to have state suffrage, 
there has been a strong interest in her. Some faithful souls 
formed the Susan B. Anthony Memorial Committee and they 
have an Anthony Memorial Collection in Los Angeles Public 
Library. There is Susan B. Anthony Tree in Sequoia National 
Park and mementos of Miss Anthony in the Mission Inn, River- 
side. The Anthony Memorial Committee promotes the observance 
of Miss Anthony’s birthday in the public schools and they help 


sponsor a dinner with the Business and Professional Women and 
the Women’s School Council. 

Let us keep the life and work of our Pioneers in the Woman 
Movement before the public. 
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